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Participant Information Sheet  

 

Study Title: OneHealthWater: Drinking-water under a “One Health” lens - 

quantifying microbial contamination pathways between livestock and drinking-water 

 

Researchers: Dr. Jim Wright, University of Southampton (PI); Dr. Thumbi Mwangi, 

Kenya Medical Research Institute; Mr. Joseph Okotto-Okotto, Victoria Institute for 

Research on Environment and Development International; Dr. Gomes da Silva, 

University of Brighton    

Ethics reference (KEMRI): KEMRI/SERU/CGHR/091/3493 

Ethics number (University of Southampton, UK): 25247 

 

Please read / listen to this information carefully before deciding to take part in 

this research. If you are happy to participate you will be asked to sign a consent 

form. 

 

What is the research about? 

 

The OneHealthWater project is investigating the health risks of water contamination 

from livestock.  We wish to understand how far livestock and their faeces are 

responsible for contamination of water and causing disease, particularly diarrhoea, in 

people.  In studying this issue, we wish to develop tools for making water safer to 

drink, particularly simple checklists that can be used to identify and then prevent 

water contamination from livestock, both in the home and around water sources. The 

study team is made up of the Kenya Medical Research Institute, VIRED International, 

a Kenyan non-profit organisation, and two UK universities (University of 

Southampton – the research sponsor, and University of Brighton) and all institutions 

will be involved in the data analysis.  If you are happy for us to do so, we will also 

make an anonymous version of the data collected available to other researchers and 

for educational purposes here in Kenya.   

The study is funded by the UK Department for International Development, and by the 

UK Medical Research Council, a government body that funds research collaborations 

between the UK and other countries.  The study has been approved by the Scientific 

and Ethical Review Unit Committee of the Kenya Medical Research Institute and by a 

University of Southampton ethics committee in the UK. 

 

Am I required to participate in this study? 

 

You can choose whether or not you wish to take part in the study: this is your choice. 

 

 

Why have I been chosen? 

 

You have been chosen because you are already participating in the syndromic 

surveillance survey study, run by the Kenya Medical Research Institute. We have 

picked just some people participating in that study at random to take part in this study.   
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What will happen to me if I take part? 

 

If you take part, we will visit you twice – now and again in three months’ time.  Right 

now, we will ask you some questions about the water that you use, record the position 

of your water source, and take a water quality sample from your water source.  In 

doing so, we will look for possible contamination pathways at or near the water 

source, including from animals.  We will also look at where you store your water at 

home, look for any possible hazards that could contaminate your water, and take a 

sample of your stored drinking-water for testing. This should take around 40 minutes 

of your time.  In three months’ time, we will return once more, look again for any 

contamination hazards around your water source and around the water you store at 

home, and take another water sample for testing from both your water source and 

stored water. Again, this should take around 40 minutes.  

 

Are there any benefits in my taking part? 

 

If we identify any potential contamination pathways around your well or rainwater 

system that can easily be fixed when we inspect your water source and stored water, 

we will let you know and provide suggestions for stopping contamination via that 

route.  We will also provide a general overview of water quality in our study sites, 

which we intend to feed back via community meetings.  By creating a checklist of 

hazards that people can look for around water sources, we hope to provide a simple 

tool that people can use to make water sources safer from contamination by livestock 

in the future. 

 

Are there any risks involved? 

 

There is a very small chance of us inadvertently contaminating your water source 

during sampling.  However, we will make this risk as small as possible by using 

different clean sample bottles for each sample and sterilising our hands and equipment 

before taking each sample.  If you do become concerned that your water storage 

vessel has become contaminated during sampling, please contact us, so that we can 

provide advice on treating stored water using chlorine to remove contamination. 

 

Will my participation be confidential? 

 

Yes, your participation in the study will be kept confidential.  The study will comply 

with both the privacy requirements of Article 31 of the Kenya Constitution and the 

1998 UK Data Protection Act.  Some staff at the Kenya Medical Research Institute 

may sometimes look at your research records whilst the study is taking place. Your 

data will be coded so that your identity cannot be determined by the project 

researchers and we will remove any names at the earliest opportunity.  You will not 

be named in any reports.  If you wish to view or correct any personal information 

following the project team’s visit, you can do so via the contact details provided 

below. 

 

What happens if I change my mind? 
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You can withdraw from the study at any time, without your legal rights being affected.   

 

Is there any reason why you might ask me to leave the study? 

If you move home and away from the villages chosen for this study here in Siaya, 

then you will no longer be able to participate in the study. 

 

 

What happens if something goes wrong? 

 

If you have any concerns or complaints about how this research is conducted, in the 

first instance, you may contact either Dr. Mwangi in Kenya or Dr. Wright in the UK 

(see ‘Where can I get more information?’ below).  If your concern or complaint is not 

resolved by contacting Drs Mwangi or Wright, please contact: 

 

Head of Research Governance,  

University of Southampton, 

rgoinfo@soton.ac.uk 

+44 (0) 2380 595058 

 

If you would prefer to speak with someone directly in Kenya in order to raise your 

concerns you can contact: 

 

The Secretary, KEMRI Scientific and Ethical Review Unit (tel. 0202722541 or 

0722205901 or 0733400003); P.O Box 54840-00200, Nairobi-Kenya, E-mail: 

ERCAdmin@kemri.org 

 

Where can I get more information? 

 

You can contact the study team via the following routes: 

 

Kenyan study co-ordinator: Dr. Thumbi Mwangi, Center for Global Health Research, 

Kenya Medical Research Institute, smthumbi@kemricdc.org, +254721250832 

 

UK co-ordinator and team leader: Dr. Jim Wright, Associate Professor, University of 

Southampton.  Tel: +44-2380-594619. Email: j.a.wright@soton.ac.uk. Address: 

Geography and Environment, University of Southampton, Building 44, Highfield, 

Southampton SO17 1BJ, UK. 
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