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1. Title of Study

Point-of-care ultrasound acceptability for antenatal fetal imaging: a qualitative survey of healthcare professionals in the UK

2. Version Number and Date

Version 1.0 Date: 21/08/2025

3. Introduction

You are being invited to take part in a research study exploring the use of point-of-care ultrasound (POCUS) by UK-based maternity professionals in antenatal care. Before you decide whether to participate, it is important you understand why the research is being conducted and what it involves. Please read the following information carefully and contact us if you have any questions.

4. What is the purpose of the study?

The study aims to evaluate the acceptability of antenatal point-of-care ultrasound (POCUS) among healthcare professionals, including doctors, midwives, and allied maternity staff, in the UK. It will also explore the relationship between ultrasound training and confidence, as well as which fetal assessments professionals feel comfortable performing with point-of-care ultrasound (POCUS).

Your responses will form part of wider work examining point-of-care ultrasound (POCUS) in antenatal care and will be useful as the study team aims to determine its applicability in the UK maternity health service. 

5. Why have you been chosen to take part?

You have been invited because you are a healthcare professional providing antenatal or intrapartum care in the UK. We are particularly interested in hearing from obstetricians, midwives, sonographers, and allied health professionals involved in maternity care. 

6. Do you have to take part?

No. Participation is entirely voluntary. If you choose to take part, you will be asked to provide consent before beginning the survey. You may withdraw at any time prior to submitting your responses without providing a reason, and this will not affect you in any way. 

7. What will happen if you take part and what will you have to do?


If you agree to participate, you will be directed to an online survey. It will take approximately 10 minutes to complete and will ask about your demographics, professional role, ultrasound training, and your views on the acceptability of POCUS in antenatal care. The survey is hosted on REDCap and responses are anonymous.

8. Are there any risks in taking part? 

This is a survey and therefore we do not anticipate any risks in taking part. 

9. Are there any benefits in taking part?

While there may be no direct personal benefit, your participation will contribute valuable insights into the role of POCUS in maternity care, potentially influencing future training and service delivery.

10. Prize draw 

All participants will be given the option to enter a prize draw to win one of four £10 vouchers. If you choose to enter, your email address will be stored separately from your survey responses to maintain anonymity.

11. How will we use information about you?

All data will be stored securely and anonymously on the University of Liverpool's Active Data Store. Identifiable information (such as email addresses for the prize draw) will be stored separately and deleted after the study ends. Your responses will be used only for research purposes. 

The University of Liverpool is the sponsor of this research. 

We will keep all the information about you safe and secure by:

· Storing the data on password protected University servers
· The data will be de-linked (i.e. fully anonymous) from your email address 2 weeks after completion of data collection before starting analysis 
· Only the direct research team will have access to your data

12. International Transfers
Your data will not be shared outside the UK.

13. How we use information about you after the study ends? 

At the end of the study, anonymised data will be retained securely for at least 10 years in accordance with the University of Liverpool’s Records Retention policy. Any publications will use aggregated and anonymised data only.



14. What are your choices about how your information is used?

You can choose not to take part, or to withdraw at any time before completing the survey. You can also opt in or out of providing an email address for future contact or prize draw participation. Once submitted, your anonymous responses cannot be withdrawn as they cannot be linked back to you.

15. Where can you find out more about how your information is used? 
You can find out more about how we use your information
· our leaflet www.hra.nhs.uk/patientdataandresearch
· by asking one of the research team 
· by sending an email to klennox@liverpool.ac.uk 
· by ringing us on 0151 795 9553.
· by contacting the sponsor: sponsor@liverpool.ac.uk or the University of Liverpool data protection officer: https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/legal/data_protection/

16. What will happen to the results of the survey?

The results will be analysed and shared through academic publications and conferences. A summary will be made available to all participants who opt to receive it. No individual participant will be identifiable in any publication.

17. What if you are unhappy or if there is a problem?

If you have a concern about the study, please contact the Chief Investigator (see below). If you remain unhappy, you can raise your concern with the University of Liverpool’s Research Governance team via sponsor@liverpool.ac.uk. If you remain unhappy or have a complaint which you feel you cannot come to us with, then you should contact the Research Ethics and Integrity Office at ethics@liv.ac.uk. When contacting the Research Ethics and Integrity Office, please provide details of the name or description of the study (so that it can be identified), the researcher(s) involved, and the details of the complaint you wish to make. 
The University strives to maintain the highest standards of rigour in the processing of your data. However, if you have any concerns about the way in which the University processes your personal data, it is important that you are aware of your right to lodge a complaint with the Information Commissioner's Office by calling 0303 123 1113. 

18. Who can you contact if you have further questions?

· Chief Investigator: Professor Asma Khalil
Department of Women and Children’s Health, University of Liverpool
Email: asma.khalil@lwh.nhs.uk
· Study Coordinator: Dr Kelsey Lennox
Email: klennox@liverpool.ac.uk 
Thank you for taking the time to consider participating in this important research study.
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