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The Dead Cool Study
Hello!
We are a research team from Queen’s University Belfast.  We are carrying out a study involving Year 9 pupils at a variety of schools in Northern Ireland, including your school.  You are being invited to take part in the study because you are in Year 9 and your school is taking part in the Dead Cool Programme. This information sheet will provide you with some information about the research to help you decide whether or not you want to take part.  Your parents/guardians will also be asked if you can participate in the research and if they, and you, agree then we will ask you to take part in our study.

Why are we doing this study?

The study is being done so that we can find out how you, and other Year 9 pupils, feel about smoking and what affects your opinions and behaviour around smoking.
Why have I been asked to take part?
You have been asked to take part in this study because your school is one of the schools that is taking part in the Dead Cool Programme.  
What will happen to me if I decide to take part?

If you agree to take part we will ask you to complete a survey.  The survey will ask questions including how you feel about smoking and about factors that may affect your opinions. It will be completed during school time and it will take approximately 20 minutes to complete. You will be asked to complete the survey at three time points: before you take part in the Dead Cool Programme; one week after the programme ends and six months after the programme ends.
We will also ask you to breathe into a device which measures carbon monoxide in your breath. This test detects recent smoking behaviour. The result of this will be kept private and recorded by the research team. 

Some young people will be invited to take part in a focus group to further explore you views on smoking.

Do I have to take part in this study?

No, it is up to you. We have also asked your parents/guardians for their permission for you to take part in this survey, they have been provided with an information sheet and a consent form to complete.  If you are happy to take part in the survey, we would ask you to sign the consent form attached to this information sheet.  
What if I say yes and then change my mind? 

If you agree to take part in the study, and later change your mind, you can withdraw your consent at any time during the study and decide not to take part anymore. You don’t even have to give a reason why.
Will my participation in the study be kept confidential? 
All the information you provide will be kept strictly confidential, meaning that no-one outside the research team will know the specific answers you have provided. All the data we collect will be stored securely and protected by passwords. Only members of the research team will have access to this information. 
What will happen to the results of the study? 
Once the study has been completed, the information will be analysed and written up to be published in reports and academic journals, but we will ensure that no young person or school can be identified.

How to contact us to find out more about the study

If you would like to find out more about the study (even if you decide not to take part), please contact Dr. Laura Dunne at the address or phone number below:

Dr. Laura Dunne
School of Education, 

Queen's University Belfast

69-71 University Street, Belfast
BT7 1HL

Telephone:

028 90 975042
E-mail:


l.dunne@qub.ac.uk 

Consent Form

· I have read the information sheet which explains the research study.
· I understand that the letter is asking me to consent to complete a survey at three time points.

· I understand that I am being asked to breath into a carbon monoxide monitor at three time points.
· I understand that all the information gathered about me will be kept strictly confidential and that my name and the name of my school will not be included in any reports.

· I understand that my participation is voluntary and that I am free to withdraw my consent at any time. 

· I understand that this research will be published as a report and in academic journals.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please tick one of the following boxes to indicate whether or not you agree to take part:

☐
I AGREE to complete the survey.  
☐
I AGREE to be tested using the carbon monoxide monitor.  

☐
I AGREE to be invited to take part in a focus group if invited.  
☐
I DO NOT AGREE to take part in the research. 

Name:_____________________________________________
Signature:__________________________________________

Date:_____________________
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